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GASTON LODGE # 104 - OREGON 

FOOD AND TOY DRIVE 

 

The Gaston Lodge #104 just completed their annual Toy and Food drive with a 

Christmas themed dinner. We had the food drive in two parts this year. Members gave 

food for Thanksgiving and again for Christmas. The food was given to the Gaston Food 

Bank on Nov 20, 2021, and again on Dec 19.  

 

The toys were donated over the last month by our members. In the past years, we gave 

the toys to the Gaston Fire Department to be distributed.  Due to Covid they weren’t 

able to collect toys this year. The teachers at the Gaston School District had a giving 

tree, and needed a few more toys, so we gave all the toys to them to be distributed in 

the Gaston area.  

 

Great job Gaston Knights !!!!!!!!  

This was a great way to end the year for our Lodge. 

 



 

 

Picture left to right;  Bill Sneathens CC , Don Allen PGC , Stan Shope Trustee , Ed 

Yates PGC GS , Terry Clark Trustee  
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Please visit our blog at OregonPythian.org 

 

 
 
Fellow Knights, 
 
I am so honored to be your Grand Chancellor and I hope that while I am this office I can enhance your 
time as a Knight in this organization.  I am looking forward to getting to know you by doing the Grand 
Visitations to all of the lodges with my officers in the next several months and see how your Lodge’s are 
doing and see if you need any help.  It was a great pleasure for Damon Lodge #4 to host our 2021 Grand 
Convention and I appreciate all of you that attended this year.  Next year Glencoe Lodge will be hosting 
our 2022 Convention and I believe that the Sisters will be joining us for the Friday night memorial service 
and the Saturday Banquet. 
 
Your Grand Chancellor, 
Ray Cable  
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Visit us at Pythian Sisters Temple # 47 Home - Gaston Knights (gaston-knights.com) 

https://www.gaston-knights.com/Pythian-Sisters-47/Home


 

 

 
GRAND LODGE OF OREGON 

 

Call to Annual Convention 

Official Call to the One Hundred Thirty-Six Annual Sessions, Grand Lodge Knights of 

Pythias of Oregon 

Newberg, Oregon August 20th, 2021 

To all Subordinate Lodges, Past Grand Chancellors, Grand Representatives, Grand Officers and others 

interested. 

Greetings: In accordance with the provisions of the Grand Constitution and Statutes, the One Hundred 

Thirty Sixth Grand Lodge, Knights of Pythias of Oregon will convene in legislative session at 11:00 

AM on the morning of October 16th, 2021, at Damon Lodge #4 located in Pendleton, Oregon, said 

location having been chosen by the Grand Council. 

 

Grand Lodge will convene in open session immediately after conferring of the Grand Lodge Rank, and 

every Pythian Knight in possession of the current semi-annual password is permitted to sit in the 

designated area of the hall during the Grand Lodge session when so evidenced by a notice at the outer 

door.  



Delegates to Grand Lodge will need to have attained the Grand Lodge Rank. This rank will be 

conferred upon all Past Chancellors in good standing in their respective lodges, who submit a Past 

Chancellor Credential, at 11:00 AM, October 16th.  

VOICE and VOTE in the Grand Lodge is accessible only to those as defined in Article II, Section 1 of 

the Grand Constitution. Those members of the Grand Lodge without voice and vote will be seated in 

a section of the Convention Hall designated for visiting members.  (All members voice is important 

to us and your input is always welcome.) 

New members to Grand Lodge Ask and bring a new member to our Grand Convention.  We are looking 

for new ideas and involvement and what better way than to draw upon the talents of our new 

membership.  It is our continuing goal to grow the order through membership involvement and to 

increase the communication back to our subordinate lodges.   

Done in my office in Newberg, Oregon, 

/s/ Scott Swartout, Grand Chancellor    
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The Knights announced that the Fun Day in 2021 would be held at the Grande Springs Resort just 

outside of La Grande. Over the hill from La Grande is Baker City. Sites to see in Baker City include the 

Baker Heritage Museum with its impressive displays related to the gold mining history of the area. The 

Pythian Castle Hall may be available for a tour. This building is made from stone as are many of the 

historic buildings in Baker City. Baker City may have started for gold mining but it was built to stay. Just 

outside of Baker City is an Oregon Trail Interpretive Center. It has hiking trails that go down the same hill 

that the pioneers travelled. There are still parts of the original trail to be seen. It is truly the best 

Interpretive Center that I have seen! In the mountains just outside of Baker City is Sumpter, an early 

gold mining town. One of the main mining methods for the Sumpter area was dredging. Miles of tailing 

piles can still be seen. The dredge is still available to be viewed. Many Pythians and friends had a chance 

to see the dredge and ride the Sumpter Valley Railroad on the Pythian Day held in Baker City in 2011. 

One site to see on the La Grande side of the hills includes the Eagle Cap Excursion Train. It starts in Elgin 

and winds through the beautiful canyons to beautiful Wallowa Valley. Wallowa Valley was the homeland 

of Chief Joseph. Traveling by car to see Wallowa Lake and Eagle Cap Mountains would be a full day trip 

from La Grande. There is a tram that rises 3,700 feet and provides an expansive view of the Eagle Cap 

Wilderness. This area is considered the “Little Switzerland” of Oregon. Elgin also has an Opera House 

that was built in 1912. It has been beautifully restored and considered to be acoustically perfect. Plays 

and musicals can be seen here several times a year. This was just a movie theatre when I was growing 

up but since has been beautifully restored. And I should mention that the RV park is part of the Hot Lake 

Springs Resort. The building has had many functions through the years, including spa, nursing home and 

mental hospital. It is now a bed and breakfast and history center. There is also access to the soaking tubs 

that made Hot Lake a primary stop from the 1860’s to the turn of the century. Article submitted by PSR 

Risa Riggen This article has been re-formatted for the OregonPythian.org website. 
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