
 

 

Practice ñMagic of Loveò through Service to Others 

Dear Pythians, 

I have had so much fun at all of my official 

Grand Chiefôs visits to the various 

temples. All of you did such a good job, 

and your books were in excellent 

condition. I was so impressed with all of 

your volunteer work. Furthermore the 

kindness, support, comfort, and 

compassion you have given others. The 

handmade items you have given others, 

that took a great amount of your time and effort will be greatly 

appreciated for years to come by those who received them. Unlike 

store-purchased items, handmade items are special because a part 

of the person comes along with the item; making them unique. 

At our District Convention we had such a beautiful day. We all 

pitched in and helped each other. The convention was a great 

success. All of the work was so beautifully well done. The food was 

delicious and graciously prepared and served to us by the Hillsboro 

Knights of Phoenix Lodge. Thank you Knights. I want to thank all of 

you for courtesies and beautiful gifts. All my official visits and the 

District Convention were thoroughly enjoyed, every minute of the 

events. It has been so nice to travel with all my family and my 

Pythian Sisters, Leatha Tyra, GM and Donna Johnson, GPC, to the 

various Temples for my official visits. I really appreciate all the help 

that my Sisters and Brother Knights have given me during my year 

as your Grand Chief. I could not have done it without you. Love you 

all. 

Thank you everyone who has given me gifts toward my Grand 

Chiefôs projects. 

In one of Kathlene Henryôs articles when she was Supreme Chief, 

she said ñHelping Hands Make Happy Hearts.ò I know that all of my 

fellow Pythians have happy hearts because all of those you help in 

your daily lives. A good deed in the service of others will stay with 

you much longer than anything else. A prime example of someone 

who lived by the principle of service to others was Princess Diana, 

of England. I feel that Princess Dianaôs unselfish help to others 

exemplifies my theme that ñLove Through Understandingò works 

magic! She helped and comforted both children and adults who 
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A Formula for Growing a Stronger Pythian Order.  

It is spring and the time for growth and 

development, so letôs go with the season 

and work together to Grow the Order.   

What is needed to grow a stronger and 

more viable organization? The first thing 

that comes to mind is good seed. Each of 

as members needs to plant the seed of 

new membership by formulating a plan to 

follow in really seeking prospective members to give applications 

to for membership. Have you made a list of prospects that you 

could ask to join our lodge? With that list in hand you can consider 

the best approach to take in presenting your case and inviting 

attendance to your meeting or activity. People need a reason to 

attend and that can only come from you. As a lodge, plan for an 

introductory event which will interest and inform prospective 

members and then work with your brothers to get a group to 

attend. Promote a program that will be informative, fun, and 

interesting. This approach will be a good one and may help to 

energize some of your membership as well.  We need to plan for 

follow up. It is all about connecting and making our prospective 

member feel welcome.  

After the first meeting, follow through with an invitation to the next 

meeting.  If you can plan for more activities than just one per 

month, you will increase your opportunities.  If your program 

committee is not meeting and planning, a jumpstart the process 

with some new ideas. It all comes back to the ñPlan your work and 

Work your Planò formula.  Then the next step has to be a calling 

committee to ask people to attend.  We are all busy so giving 

some people a part to play increases the odds that they will say 

yes to your invitation.   

It all boils down to effort.  If you are willing to work to develop your 

organization it will pay off.  If you are unwilling to put in the time 

guess what?  Sometimes all that is needed is a spark plug, a 

person who will give things a push and create a direction to follow.  

We have all heard it said that ñif you are not a part of the solution, 

you may be a part of the problemò.  My hope is that you will spring 

into action and help your lodge by Growing the Order through 

Membership Involvement  

Grand Chancellor Bill Peal 



 

 

Fellow Pythians:  

Brothers and Sisters,  

Hello All, with summer finally here I hope everyone is remembering 

the Pythian principles that we live by. I am sure there will be many 

great opportunities to help others and promote the order. 

I am asking for some help with our web site. I need help getting 

each lodge to provide me with the correct information for their 

lodge. Is there anyone out there that would like to learn web host-

ing? I am so busy these days that the time is not available to me to 

do a really good job of maintaining it. What I have been thinking 

about is setting up locations for each lodge to post to and then I 

would melt it all together. This would allow someone in your lodge 

to have full control over the material and content of their own lodge.  

Life is moving fast with smart phones and the many browsers that 

have come out recently. HTML5 now is the standard and what is 

remarkable about it is the concept 

behind it. It will support voice com-

munication. What this means is the 

letters posted to the web site can 

now talk back to you. Amazing how 

fast times change and everything 

keeps progressing. With that said 

we to need to keep up if we do not 

want to be left behind. 

Have a great summer and hope to 

see you at the Pythian fun day. 

Fraternally, 

Mike Harmes GS 

Grand Secretary 

As I write this update, summer has 
just begun. Most Temples are 
recessing their meetings for the 
summer. We all look forward to 
summer so that we can enjoy time 
with family and friends as we go 
on vacation or attend reunions, 
picnics and other summer 
activities. I am personally getting 
ready to go to our local ñRelay for 
Lifeò and will also attend other 
summer activities later this 
summer. Check your calendar so 
that you can go to some of the 
activities scheduled. Donôt forget 

the Pythian Fun Day in Baker City. 

I have also been busy in my office receiving the information for 
our Grand Temple in October. The Temple secretaries have 
been sending in their Grand Temple Representative 
Certificates, Temple Attendance Records and will send in the 
Memorial information in September. If your Temple hasnôt sent 
their information in, please do so as soon as possible. The 
Grand Chief needs to know who the Representatives are so 

that she can assign the committee members for Grand Temple. 
We also need each member who will be attending Grand 
Temple to send in her own registrations so that we know who 
will be there. We will be going to Newport this year. I always 
look forward to meeting at the beach and I know that my sister, 
Grand Chief Maureen will do a wonderful job. The Oregon 
coast holds special memories for me as my family would go 
there many times during summer for camping and picnics.  

On a personal note, my surgery has been postponed until later 
this year. The Specialist I saw in Washington DC in April 
reviewed my records, did a physical exam and has 
recommended that I have another CAT scan in October to see 
progression. I am relieved that I wonôt have to have surgery 
this summer but am nervous about waiting too long. I do trust 
my Specialist and am sure he knows what is best.  

That is all for now. If you have any questions or need 
information, please do not hesitate to call me. Have a great 
summer! 

With Pythian Love, 

Shelley Corby 
Grand Secretary 

Words from Grand Secretary Mike  

Notes from Grand Secretary Shelley  
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The Oregon Pythian Continuing Education Foundation (OPCEF) is 

happy to announce that eleven students were chosen to receive 

scholarships for the 2011/2012 school year.   

There was a strong applicant pool and we are pleased to be able 

to help so many deserving students in achieving their educational 

goals.  Investment earnings and donations combined to allow us to 

grant $475.00 to each scholarship recipient.   

2011/20012 Scholarship Winners : 

Amanda Poteete ï Vesta Poteete (Herculena Temple) 

Brian Basquez ï Carolyn Swanson (Herculena Temple) 

Brandon Carow ï Phil Carow (Delphos Lodge) 

Brittany Steele ï Jerry Steele (Gaston Lodge) 

Johnny DeLay Jr. - Johnny DeLay Sr. (Gaston Lodge) 

Krista Little ï Kone Hancock (Damon Lodge) 

Kevin Scott ï Dean Scott (Damon Lodge) 

Sara Heiter ï Jerry Steele (Gaston Lodge) 

Shelby West ï Dorothy Hinton (Herculena Temple) 

Tyler Funk ï Corkye Funk (Glencoe Lodge) 

Tyler Lantz ï Scott Lantz (Glencoe Lodge) 

All students are 

encouraged to apply every 

year for the OPCEF 

scholarship.  Any Oregon 

Pythian member in good 

standing, their children, 

grandchildren, or relatives 

of a deceased Oregon 

Pythian who was in good 

standing at the time of 

their passing, is eligible to 

apply.  A minimum GPA of 

2.5 is required and 

applications are due by 

April 15th of each year.  Scholarship applications are available from 

any Knights of Pythias Lodge or Pythian Sister Temple, or by 

contacting the OPCEF directly at: 

OPCEF 

c/o Gaston Lodge 

PO Box 507 

Gaston, Oregon 97119 

Once again, C0NGRATULATIONS to this yearôs scholarship 

recipients!   

Helmettaôs Grand Chiefôs visit started off with a lovely luncheon. 

The dining hall was decorated with daffodils, shamrocks and gold 

coins to denote the luck of the Irish! 

After lunch, the Sisters and Brothers assembled in the meeting 

room adjoining the dining room. MEC Ann Ross presided over the 

meeting. Members from Thermopylae and Phoenicia-Rose 

assisted in filling the officerôs chairs.  

Grand Chief Maureen spoke on her longstanding love of the 

Pythian Order and the benefit of promoting Love Through 

Understanding. She reminded the Sisters about the upcoming 

District Convention and invited everyone to attend Oregon Grand 

Convention at the beach in October.  

After the meeting, the members adjourned to the dining room for 

treats, coffee and more socializing before everyone returned home. 

OPCEF Grants 11 Scholarships ~ by Sarah Owens  

Helmetta Temple Hosts GC Maureen  
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Helmetta Sisters PSR Kaye Pomerleau, PSR Ann Ross, Senior Gloria 

Guy, Grand Chief Maureen Murphy, Manager Virginia Mellor, PSR 

Marilyn Stevens and SR Julie Lozano 



 

 

Hi Everyone 

What an awesome evening. From any angle one looks the event 

went way beyond expectation!! I was awestruck when I saw the line 

forming for spaghetti dinner and we were already out of table 

space. That's when it struck me that we had something pretty spe-

cial happening here in North Plains that evening. 

And the Knights of Pythias were there in force. It was wonderful to 

see that. I thank you all for helping make the evening the huge suc-

cess that it was. 

The Gathering of Women raised $310 for the Farmers Market. They 

learned a lot for future events while learning to work together during 

this event. 

We all learned a lot, something to carry forward to future events. 

And community was brought together in a way that hasn't hap-

pened in years. It was a true community event brought together by 

people in the community. By one person's count, there were 150 to 

160, or more people there. Standing room only! People were even 

sitting up on the stage. And everyone was having fun. What a great 

evening!!! 

I give a very deep heartfelt "Thank You!!" to ALL of you. 

David Hatcher 

 
 
 
Photo by Mitch Ward ï Beacon Editor 

March 6 marked the date of 

Grand Chief Maureenôs official 

visit to Thermopylae Temple in 

Grants Pass. The festivities of the 

day started with a luncheon in the 

dining hall. Southern Oregon 

Pythians sure put on a great 

feast! 

After lunch the Sisters went 

upstairs for their meeting. Paula 

Bice served as MEC. Grand Chief 

Maureen told the Sisters and 

Brothers of her love for the 

Pythian Order ever since she was 

a Sunshine Girl when we lived in 

Southern Oregon. She felt that it 

was especially fitting that her 

official visit to Grants Pass fell on 

her mother Vionaôs birthday since 

Maureen and her family joined the              

                                                         Pythians in Southern Oregon.  

To make the day even more festive, the Temple chose this as the day 

to present special membership pins so Marilyn Stevens and Ann 

Ross.  

Glencoe Lodge Volunteer Appreciation Night  

Thermopylae Temple Hosts Grand Chief Maureen  
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Glencoe Knights at Volunteer Appreciation Night Event 

GC Maureen and MEC Paula 

Bice displaying their gifts 

Julie Lozano and Robyn Neeley present special 

membership pins to Marilyn Stevens and Ann Ross 



 

 

Hillsboro Pythians Boasts Two 3
rd

 Generation 

Pythians as College Graduates  

Tiera Corby 

graduated from 

Portland 

Community 

College with an 

Associateôs Degree 

as a Registered 

Nurse. Tiera is the 

daughter of 

Shelley and Don 

Corby. She is also 

a 3rd generation 

Pythian as she is 

the granddaughter 

of Don and Viona 

Lacy. 

 

Sarah 

Murphy 

graduated 

from 

Portland 

State 

University 

with a 

Bachelor of 

Science 

degree. 

Sarah is 

the 

daughter of 

Phil and 

Maureen 

Murphy. 

Her 

brothers 

Aaron Murphy and Andrew Murphy are Knights. Sarah is also a 

3rd generation Pythian since she is also Don and Viona Lacyôs 

granddaughter. 

Thermopylae Temple and Talisman Lodge 

Proudly Announce 2 College Graduates  

Rafael Lozano and Julie Lozano graduated from Rogue 

Community College with Associates degrees this June.  

Rafa completed his degree in landscaping.  

Julie got a 4 point average in general studies.  

 

Weôre proud of these Pythian members for their efforts of self-

improvement and working towards a better future for themselves 

and their families.  

Congratulations to all of you! 

College Graduates Among Us!  
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Tiera Corby on her graduation day with proud 

parents Don and Shelley Corby 

Rafael Lozano 

PSU Graduate Sarah Murphy, with proud mom, GC 

Maureen Murphy and grandfather Don Lacy, PCDSC 

Julie Lozano 



 

 

Helmetta Temple # 29 is truly blessed and delighted to announce that 

we have now added five new Sisters and two new Brother Knights to 

our roster of membership. Our new Sisters are Paula Talbot, Katrina 

Ormsbee, Rebecca Holt, Cierra Marzullo and Ronni Chapman. Our 

new Brother Knights are Patrick Ormsbee and Mike Talbot.  

We hope that with the help of our new Sisters and Brother Knights 

from Helmet Lodge No. 33, that we will be able to work on various 

fund-raising projects to assist all of our charities, the Doernbecher 

Hospital, Childrenôs Section, and also support our troops overseas 

with care packages, etc. to keep up their spirits. We welcome all our 

new members with open arms and invite any and all to come to our 

meetings and meet our new members whenever possible.  

In P,L,E & F, 

Kaye Pomerleau, Secretary 

__________________________________________ 

Top Photo  (left to right): 

New Sisters Katrina Ormsbee, Ronni Chapman, Paula Talbot, Cierra 

Marzullo and Rebecca Holt escorted by Manager Virginia Mellor 

Lower Photo  (left to right): 

New Brother Knights Patrick Ormsbee and Mike Talbot, escorted by 

Manager Virginia Mellor 

 

Photos by Judy Murchison 

Come one, come all to Ivanhoeôs Summer Picnic. 

Date: July 30
th
  

Time: NOON ï 3pm 

Location:  Ivanhoe Lodge Hall 

                 5400 SE 84th, Portland, OR 

 

 

Note: Ivanhoe Lodge  

has a new ramp to their 

hall, so itôs easier to get 

into the building now.  

Helmetta Templeôs New Members 

Ivanhoe Summer Picnic   
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My family and I have had 

the opportunity to support 

Eastern Oregon 

Universityôs (EOU) Rolland 

Schimmel Memorial 

Football Game and dinner 

for the past four years.   

As Pythians we give part of 

ourselves, our time, 

energy, skills and feelings. 

We give to our family and 

friends, to our neighbors, to 

our community. Giving is 

one of the reasons why 

people volunteer. Their 

contributions to others and 

to their communities bring 

them feelings of self-

fulfillment and the 

knowledge that they have 

made a difference.   

For our family, volunteering is our way of saying thank you. Itôs a 

way of recognizing the countless others who, in big ways and 

small, have made life richer and better through donations of time 

and effort.  Thank you, Rolland.  

Roman Olivera 

* I have done 

volunteering for four 

years  

* Knowing Rolland, I 

think it is a great thing 

to help out and it feels 

like I am helping out 

Rolland even though he 

isn't physically present. 

* I make new friends 

and get to help out new 

people every time. 

* Being part of 

something bigger than 

myself and helping out 

the community. 

Evangelina Olivera 

Our Thoughts on Volunteering ~ Article by Roman Olivera and Evangelina Olivera 
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North Plains Garlic Festival  

The Worldsô 14th Annual  

Elephant Garlic Festival!  

August 12 -14, 2011 

2011 Theme:  

North Plains Celebrates its Scottish 

Heritage  

 

Festival Hours : 

Friday:  12:00PM to 11:00PM 

Saturday:  Parade at 10:00am 

Festival grounds opens  

10:00am to 11:00pm 

Sunday:  10:00am to 6:00pm 

Info from www.funstinks.com 



 

 

The Lodges host the Grand Chancellor and 

delegates during the 2011 Spring 

Leadership Tour.  

The tour started on May 21st at Gaston 

Lodge for a 1:00pm meeting of the Grand 

Council. The council heard reports by the 

Scholarship committee, the Pythian Fun Day 

Committee, the OPN report the Web and 

communications committee, the lodge 

support and the report of the Prelate and 

Grand Lodge planning committees.   

It was pointed out that the method of communications between 

members, Lodges and our state organization is moving steadily 

toward more internets and less on telephone and letters. This 

leaves us in a house divided as half of our members are online 

but many are not. We must keep a strong OPN to help us bridge 

the gap and keep all informed. The advantages of using the web 

and the new social media of Facebook was addressed and it was 

recommended that it is time for us to establish a presence with 

Facebook at the state level to promote our events and open the 

door to member input and communications.   

It was reported that 11 scholarships were going to be awarded 

this year at $475 each. (See OPCEF Article on page 3.) 

It was pointed out that we have a need for an appropriate 

memorial for our Past Grand Chancellors who have passed away. 

The recommendation was made that, the Friendship Campground 

at Meacham is owned by Damon Lodge and is open for use by all 

Pythians across the state. This may be an appropriate site to 

place a lasting memorial.  

Brother Mark Erickson (Deputy Supreme Officer) related the 

importance of each lodge recording volunteer hours by its 

membership. The Supreme Chancellorôs volunteer program 

recognizes the outstanding work being done by our many 

volunteers at the local level and we are asked to record and 

submit names for that recognition.  

Grand Chancellor Bill Peal called the lodges and encouraged a 

delegate to attend our Grand Council so we can better serve the 

local needs of our lodges. Lodges who sent delegates were Diana 

#63 of McMinnville with CC Dave Faxon and Secretary Lee 

Vasquez, Phoenix #34 of Hillsboro with Darrell Henry, and 

Ivanhoe #1 of Portland with Mark Erickson. Officers Bill Peal, Ed 

Yates, Mike Harmes, Bob Smith and Randy Tipton also attended. 

This input from the local level is vital to the decision making 

process if we are going to find success in promoting the order.  

On May 22nd Hermes Lodge #56 met with our delegation at the 

lodge hall at 5:30pm and toured the facilities. Then the group 

moved to Woodburn for a fine dinner and great Pythian fellowship.  

The lodge had ten members present.  

At 9am on May 23rd Betty Alexander, Irene Clink and Grand 

Chancellor Bill Peal drove to Newport to the Agate Beach Inn Best 

Western Motel, where they toured the facilities and made 

arrangements for our October Grand Lodge Meeting. Room 

SPRING LEADERSHIP TOUR REPORT 
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Hermes Lodge Brother Knights assembled for Grand Chancellor 

Billôs official visit 

GC Bill with Hermes youngest and oldest Brother Knights 


