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Newly elected and installed Grand Chancellor Bill and Grand Chief Maureen pause for a picture.  
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Oregon Pythian News  

Grand Chancellor Bill Peal  

Bill Peal is a family man. His wife Kathy and Bill have five wonderful 

children, one son and four daughters. Bill is also very proud of his 

eight grandchildren. 

Bill has been a farm boy all his life, living on a twelve-acre farm 

about three miles out of Pendleton. He is a graduate of OSU and 

spent 30 years teaching high school Agri-Science. Now he teaches 

photography and skiing. He is a professional photographer and 

enjoys shooting scenery and wildlife pictures the most. Weddings 

and special events photography are also a part of his photographic 

work flow. 

Bill is also an Ambassador with the Pendleton Chamber of 

Commerce and is called on from time to time to be a step on guide 

when groups want a guided tour of the sites and sounds of Eastern 

Oregon. 

Bill feels that to be called on to serve a second term as Grand 

Chancellor of Oregon for the Knights of Pythias, is an extreme 

honor. He is committed to the cause of Growing the Order through 

Membership Involvement. 

Grand Chief Maureen Murphy  

Beginning her Pythian career as a Sunshine Girl, Grand Chief 

Maureen Murphy has been a dedicated Pythian for 46 years. She 

has risen through the ranks of the Pythian Sistersô organization, 

having served in every office of her subordinate temple, Grand 

Temple and has worked on many committees over the years. One 

of her favorites has been the American Cancer Society Relay for 

Life program.  

Upon completion of her term as Grand Chief Maureen will be the 

fourth Past Grand Chief of her family, following her mother, Viona 

Lacy, her sister Kathlene Henry, and her Sister Shelley Corby. In 

addition, her father Don Lacy and her brother John Lacy have 

served as Past Grand Chancellors in Oregon.  

Maureenôs family consists of her husband Phil, sons Aaron, 

Andrew, James and daughter Sarah. Most of GC Maureenôs family 

are also Pythians.  



Grand Temple was held in Pendleton on October 

15-17 at the Red Lion Hotel. Guests from out of 

state included Supreme Treasurer Margaret 

Grochocki, Supreme Inner Guard Joel Fierstien, 

Grand Chief of Utah Bea Cragun, Grand Chief of 

California Carlene Saria, California Grand 

Treasurer Jo Ann Gotcher and California Grand 

Secretary Donna Zinchuk. My Sister Maureen 

Murphy was installed as the new Grand Chief. 

We are very happy for our Sister Maureen.  

The Grand Officers elected for 2010-2011 are: 

SPGC ~ Elizabeth Evans  

 Thermopylae #37      Grants Pass 

Grand Chief ~ Maureen Murphy  

 Phoenicia-Rose #10      Hillsboro 

Grand Senior ~ Beverly Cox  

 Fern #46       Yamhill 

Grand Junior ~ Sharon Johnson  

 Herculena #27       Milton-Freewater 

Grand Manager ~ Leatha Tyra  

 Phoenicia-Rose #10       Hillsboro 

Grand Secretary ~ Shelley Corby  

 Phoenicia-Rose #10       Hillsboro 

Grand Treasurer ~ Robyn Neeley  

 Thermopylae #37       Grants Pass 

Grand Protector ~ Carolyn Swanson   

 Herculena #27       Milton-Freewater 

Grand Guard ~ Esther McKibben   

 Helmetta #29       Eugene  

Grand Press Correspondent ~ Donna Johnson

 Phoenicia-Rose #10       Hillsboro 

Grand Musician ~ Barbara Christopher 

 Phoenicia-Rose #10       Hillsboro 

Grand Chief Maureen has chosen to continue with 

Doernbecher Hospitalôs Child Life Department as 

her Grand Chiefôs Project. Risa Riggen started this 

project in 1998 when she was Grand Chief.  

Maureenôs Theme is: ñThe Magic of Loveò and her 

motto is ñLove Through Understanding.ò Her Colors 

are Blue and White and her Flowers are Red and 

Yellow Roses for Love, Friendship and Sunshine.  

Grand Chief Maureen became a Pythian in 1964 at 

the age of 10 as a Pythian Sunshine Girl. Some of 

her best memories of being a Pythian are from when 

we lived in the Medford area and were involved in 

Sunshine Girls and attended many potluck dinners, 

picnics and community service events with Talisman 

Lodge and Thermopylae Temple.  

Grand Temple 2011 will be held in Newport Oregon 

on October 14-16. 

It is time once again to send out the Annual Report 

forms to the Subordinate Temple Secretaries. Letôs 

hope that every Temple will get them sent back on 

time again this year and in my office on or before 

February 20 so that the Grand Temple Annual report 

can be submitted on time before April 1st. 

Hereôs hoping everyone will have the happiest of 

Holidays this year. I will post the Temple Secretary 

list in the next issue of the OPN. 

With Pythian Love,  

Shelley 

Grand Secretary Shelleyõs Corner 

Temple 

Reports  

due no later 

than February 

20, 2011 
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Hereõs wishing you and yours a  

wonderful Christmas and a very  

Happy New Year!  

Mike Stone  
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Fellow Pythians:  

Brothers and Sisters,  

I found this list and thought I would share it, itôs 

called Seven Cyber Mistakes Not to Make: 

1.  Never let yourself get phished or scammed, 

a financial institution would never ask you 

for your password. Never use their supplied 

email reply link. 

2.  Exchanging personal pictures and 

information on line. Do not communicate 

with strangers even if it is a so called friend 

of a friend. 

3.  Open e-greetings without thinking. Always 

make sure you know who sent it and email 

them separately to verify they sent it. 

4.  Clicking links in mystery e-mails. Anything 

questionable in the message should be a 

flag to delete it completely.  

5.  Clicking buttons before you think. This scam 

uses the yes and no or quit and continue 

buttons but what they do is rearrange them 

so any button does what they want. Use 

the red X in the top right to delete. 

6.  Downloading free internet applications. Do 

not download without knowing the source. 

There are free ones out there but just as 

many scammers. Check the cookies 

and delete unfamiliar ones. 

7.  Keep your password safe. Use strong 

passwords and change them 

regularly. A good way is to think of 

them as phrases with letters and 

numbers, that is the best way to have 

an original password. 

For the Knights I have just a few 

announcements for everyone. The year is 

almost over and I am working towards getting 

ready for the annual reports. I will send you two 

copies this year, one that you filled out for last 

year and the blank for this year. If you want to 

do this by email then just let me know.  

Please pay extra attention to the member list. I 

use this list to give the OPN editor and every 

mailing we send out costs money. Along with 

the member list did your lodge have a past 

chancellor that should receive a past 

chancellorôs pin and certificate? I have plenty of 

supply in stock. 

Please have a safe and happy holiday season 

and all look forward to a new year. 

Fraternally, 

Mike Harmes  

Grand Secretary 

 Merry Christmas and 

  Happy New Year  

   From the Sisters of  

    Helmetta Temple!! 

Words from Grand Secretary Mike  

 

ñNever let 

yourself get 

phished or 

scammedò  
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We will have two primary community service 

projects that we hold throughout the year. 

The first one is steak feed fund raiser activities that 

we have approximately 4 times a year. This is to 

support local school organizations that want to 

raise money for their activities. We provide the 

facilities, supplies, guidance, and manpower to 

assist the groups during the steak feeds. The 

organizations have to sell the tickets but we assist 

in fronting the money for supplies and we help with 

the steak feeds and we provide the facilities. 

The second one is a memorial football game with 

an auction. The purpose is to honor a former 

Knight and local leader in the sport of wrestling in 

the Pendleton area. We hold an auction to raise 

money for local wrestling scholarships. 

All of these activities help local high school 

students work either towards their learning 

activities and / or sports activities. By helping 

provide these fund raisers we are helping our 

students be active in the community. They see by 

example that you can get things done if you work 

together. Also, students who 

are successful in these learn 

that work brings rewards. 

Andrew Lacey, CC 

Damon Lodge 4 

 

Wishing you 

a happy holiday season!! 

The Knights and Sisters  

of Southern Oregon 

Damon Lodge Organized for Community Service 2010 -2011  

Southern Oregon Pythians Upgrading Building  

Southern Oregon is alive and well. Talisman Lodge and Thermopylae 

Temple have been busy upgrading our facility to make it more community 

oriented. We have been painting the exterior of the building and are going 

to start the inside next.  

This has been a huge undertaking for our group. We have a wonderful 

group of young volunteers who have come out to help us. We are hoping 

to be finished this spring so we can have an open house and invite the 

community for a get together.  

Thermopylae Temple has been active in the community this past year with 

donations to the Food Bank and the Shelley Corby medical fund.  

Submitted by Julie Lozano and GPC Donna Johnson 

Picture by Julie Lozano 
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Please help us support our friend and Sister, Shelley 

Corby, who is battling cancer.  

We are fundraising to help her pay for an 

experimental treatment that is not covered by her 

insurance.  

Shelley has a rare, slow growing form of cancer 

(pseudomyxoma peritonei, or PMP) that currently has 

no known cure. Without this experimental treatment, 

Shelley will have to repeatedly undergo surgery.  

Shelleyôs out-of-pocket expenses could exceed 

$100,000. We had an excellent start to this 

fundraising at Grand. Between Grand Temple, Grand 

Loge and the generosity of the members, over 

$6,000 was donated to the Shelley Corby Fund! 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Please make checks payable to, Pythian Sisters 

Shelley Corby Fund , and mail to: 

 The Shelley Corby Fund 

 c/o Vesta Poteete 

 84750 Didion Lane 

 Milton Freewater, Oregon 97862 

Please help us defray the cost and make this 

experimental treatment possible for Shelley ï donate 

today! 

Sincerely, 

Grand Temple of Oregon  

For more information on PMP, visit: 

www.pmpawareness.org  

Dear Brothers, Sisters, Family and Friends,  

My heartfelt thanks to each and  every one 

of you for all that you have done to support 

me and my family during my recent 

medical condition. We are so grateful for 

your generous donations to the Fund which 

will allow me to get the important surgery I 

need. You are my Angels!  

 

My husband Don and I will keep you posted 

on my progress as we decide when and 

where I will receive my surgery and 

treatment. It is a difficult time for us but I 

know that with the love, thoughts and 

prayers from all of you we will be able to get 

through it. Thank you all so very much.  

In Pythian Love,  

Shelley Lacy Corby   

Grand Temple Supports New Cause  

Thank You Note from Shelley  

Herculena Temple Hosts GC Maureen  

Herculena Temple welcomed Grand Chief Maureen with a 

special dinner November 16th  where 19 Pythians and 

their family members were in attendance. The meeting 

was festive in the Sisters ñnewò meeting locationða 

recreation center with high ceilings and decorated with 

pictures of hot air balloons!  

The Sisters introduced GC Maureen at the altar and 

presented her with a special ñgreenò corsage. She showed 

off the gifts which members donated to help raise money 

for her Grand Chiefôs Project Doernbecher Child Life 

Program. 

After the meeting the Sisters visited while enjoying 

homemade cookies, coffee and tea.  
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GC Maureen escorted by Vesta GC Maureen and MEC Tanya with gifts. 
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Dear Pythians ~ 

Thank you for all the love and support you have 

given me, also for the so many courtesies. It is such 

an honor. I really appreciate your confidence in me 

to serve as your Grand Chief.  

We need to get new members if we are going to 

continue. I think maybe one way is by doing 

activities together. It could be fun activities such as 

parties, plays, musical events, educational events, a 

family night of games and movie of course along 

with snacks. It could be a community volunteer 

activity. Our Lodge and Temple has sponsored a 

team for Relay for Life for 7 years now. Shelley is 

the team captain this year. It is really fun and for a 

very good cause. I urge you to find out if there is 

one in your community and to volunteer if you are 

able to. If not I suggest that you attend one. 

Especially the Luminary Ceremony. It is so very 

moving. This event is open to the public.  

My Grand Chief's project is the Child Life 

Department for Doernbecher Hospital. As some of 

you know I love children. It makes me so happy to 

be around them and to see and receive their pure 

love which they give us so freely and their beautiful 

smiles. My favorite John Denver song has a couple 

of lines in it that I love because to me they are so 

true. The lines are the ñflowers and the children are 

my brothers and my sisters they can clear a cloudy 

day.ò Little kids can really clear a cloudy day for me. 

Another line in that song says ñlisten to the wisdom 

of the children with their innocence and trusting they 

can teach us to be free.ò  

As most of you know my sister Shelley has a rare 

form of cancer. The Grand Temple, under the 

leadership of Ann Ross, has set up a Shelley Corby 

fund to help raise money for Shelley's treatment. 

Shelley and her family really appreciate all the 

donations this fund has received and all the love 

and support expressed. Since this is a rare form of 

cancer regular Chemo doesn't work therefore 

insurance doesnôt cover it. The cost of the treatment 

is anticipated to exceed $100,000.  

My official visitations this year are as follows: 

   February 15 ð Fern Temple #46 

   February 17 ð Phoenicia-Rose #10 

   March 2 ð Willamette Temple #45 

   March 6 ð Thermopylae Temple #37 

   March 21 ð Helmetta Temple #29 

The official visit to Herculena Temple #27 was made 

on November 9th. It was very enjoyable. 

The District Convention will be held On May 7 in 

Hillsboro with Ann Myers serving as DDGC. Thank 

you so much for the privilege of being your Grand 

Chief. I will do my very best.  

In Pythian Love, 

Maureen Murphy, Grand Chief 

 

The Sisters and Brothers of Phoenicia-Rose Temple # 10  

wish to extend to our friends and family  

the Best of Holiday Seasons and a  

Happy & Healthy New Year! 

Greetings from Grand Chief  Maureen  

ñLittle kids can 

really clear a 

cloudy day for 

me é ñ 

Page 6 

Oregon Pythian News  



 

In 1920 three baby girls were born. One in Oregon, one in Nebraska 

and one in Kansas. By 1945 they were all living in Oregon. In 1939, 

Pauline Terry, the native Oregonian joined Orionette Temple #31 in 

Elgin. 

In 1949 Rosenna Powell, born in Nebraska joined Fern Temple #46 

in Yamhill. In 1953 Fay Robinson, born in Kansas joined Phoenicia 

Temple #10 in Hillsboro. 

These women were very active in their Temples, then joined Grand 

Tempe extending their work in Pythianism. 

Fay Robinson was elected Grand Treasurer in 1970. After serving 5 

years she received her past Grand Chief rating in 1975. She served 

as Supreme Representative in 1982.  

Pauline Terry was elected Grand Guard in 1983. After serving in that 

office years, she went up the line of officers and served as Grand 

Chief in 1989. Then was Supreme Representative in 1996.  

Rosenna Powell was recruited to serve as Grand Senior in 1998 and 

was Grand Chief in 1999.  

The three Sisters were in attendance at the 2010 Grand Temple 

sessions. Their 90th birthdays, Fay on August 24th, Pauline on 

October 10, and Rosenna October 31st were celebrated at the 

convention.  

In combining their membership years, over 180 years of Pythianism 

is represented.  

Submitted by Fay Robinson 

Photo by Kathlene Henry  

 

Damon Lodge members take to the Blue Mountains to meet at the 

Friendship Campground and get it ready for the winter season. 

Some sixteen members gathered on Saturday ,November 6th at 

the property owned by the lodge to open up another area for 

camping and mountain fun. Many thinning operations have gone 

on during the summer but due to fire conditions slash has not 

been burned for fear of forest fire. The restrictions have been lifted 

and burn we did. The areas flanking the road into the property are 

beginning to take on the look of a true campground rather than a 

lodge pole thicket.   

Chancellor Commander Andrew Lacey, his wife and two sons 

brought their four wheeler and used it to yard logs out to the 

roadway to be cut into poles or fire wood. Secretary Ben Anderson 

loaded his truck with firewood for a warm winter season. Bill Peal 

was interested in loading poles for his corrals and also hauled off 

a load of firewood for the annual bonfire which has become a 

Damon Lodge tradition.   

Trustee Jim Aldrich, was dubbed the ñTorch Warrior,ò with his 

flame thrower propane torch. Jim arrived early and had many of 

the piles ablaze when the rest of the crew arrived.    

Friendship Camp Takes on New Look  
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Three Oregon Past Grand Chiefs Celebrate Happy 90th Birthdays!!  

From left to right: Past Grand Chief Rosenna Powell,  
Past Supreme Representative Pauline Terry and  

Past Supreme Representative Fay Robinson 

Knight Roman Olivera and sons working on the  

Friendship Forest Park project at Meacham.  


